. Chariey Dogln ¢nee told us that he considered Ocuchger one of the fnest
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s‘ 'RZOG OF REDS PLICKS BRAVES TO WIN PENNANT—-—-“THE CAST-OFF,”

BY C. E. VAN LOA;

mow BRAVES WILL WIN PENNANT
IN NATIONAL LEAGUE, AVERS HERZOG

C‘iﬂmmh Manager Declares ﬁ'tulhnga Team Iz Class of Circuit,
and Is Now on Way to Victory—Working of Double
Steala  Reecaila Trwk of Old Catehera.

"The Braves will win the pennant agailn It BRI James gets back Into shape,
and 1T would not be surprised if they won It without him."” Charley Hersog,
mannger of the Hedy, mada this statement Just befors the team left for the West
Baturday night.

"There I8 no team In the Teague In the Braves' clams, with the poasible ex-
ception of Brooklyn, and now that the champlons have struck thelr stride there
will be nothing to IL" he continued,

“They are not an far down now an they were fast seazon, and in the last
gerles with the Reds they looked better than at any time Ih 1014, In 1014 they
caught the Neld napping, The fleld In better balinced and
but they are too strong to be denled.

woh becnuee they
every one Ip fNghling the Braves hard,
No slub In the Natlonal League hps Deen able to make any headway or slage
that would put them out In front, and this has given the
The Dodgers and Phillles have gone nlong in great shape

nowinoing sirenk
Bravea their chance.
for a time, but Just ae soon us they hiave n chance to take a largs lead they
slump. When the Braves go out in front they will keap on going, Remsamber
what T tell you. The Braves will be In first place hefors the frst of Ssptember

and they will mtny there,”
L ] L .

Players Agree That Braves Are Striking Their Stride

Herzog's opinlong are echoed by every member of hig team, and Fred Clarke
recently mald that tho Braves were the most dangerous club in the league, That
Btallings' team hos Improved wonderfully In (he last three weeks is borne out
by the statements of playern who have came here after n series in Hoston,

The Reds' munager says that the Phillles’ only chance lies in Alexander's
abllity to start the “lron man" act ahortly, and for him to hold up to the
terrific pace for the rest of the seamon. Thia Is entirely possible,

If the Brives got within striking distance of first place, and have James,
Rudolph and elther Davis or Tyler working In order, it will moat likely be
necensary for Alexunder to go to the mound every other day for m month for
the Phillies to shake them off, Alexander 1s In the best shape of his career and
declares that he feels capable of doing this, but It may be a larger gizged job than
be thinks,

LI

Poor Work of James Hindrance to Boston

Jamens {8 paying the penalty for his actions this spring. when he held the
Braves up for a new contract under the threat that he would fump to the
Foderal League. A new contrnct wos given him after the world's series last fall
and one that he signed at his own figures, but he changed his mind about his
own worth during the winter and then held the club up. He reported late and
wix slow rounding into form.

A report reached the Fast before James went Bouth that he had Injured
his arm in an exhiblition game on the Pacific coast last winter. This was In-
dignantly denled by both Stalllngs and James when the article was reprinted
from these columns, but later developments caused Stallings to admit that such
must have been the cuse, and James wns turned over to a specialist, who dis-
covered several badly strained ligaments.

- - L]

Rudolph, Marvel of Baseball, Coming Inte His Own.

The big pitcher has been of lttle nse to the team and has falled to keep
step with little ek Rudolph, who s now on another sensationnl strenk. Rue
dolph has pitched wonderful ball all year, but has been unfortunate enough to
have lttle hitting and poor flelding ald from his team-mates, He I8 now working
evary third doy, and Intends to go through to the finlsh at thins cllp, beaide doing
rellef work.

Rudolph s surely one of the marvels of baseball. It Is almost unbelisvable
that & man with his physique can go to the mound so often mnd become more
effective na the season wears on, If James were back In shape and working
a8 he can when he ls right, the Braves would still have a “onderful chance,
They are not very far back now.

.

How Catchers of the Old Days Broke Up Double Steals

Double steals, with runners on first and second, were worked twice Baturday,
and In each instance the man going to third had such & tremendous lead that
It wag an Impossiblility for any lving catcher to have thrown him out, but still
the throw wns made, It brings to mind a play that should have been made and
one that was once spen often with Johnny Kling, Bill Buallivan, Lou Criger,
“Doc" Powoers nnd a few other stars of n few years ago behind the bat.

When those catchers were working and a double stenl was started to third
and second, with one man out, they Invariably threw to second instead of third,
and nine times out of ten caught the runner standing up. The man golng to
second Invariably slows up, thinking that the catcher will throw to third to
head off the nearest man to the plate, and that is why he can be picked off so
easily,

By plcking off the man going to second, two men are out and It still takes
& #ingle to score & run, There 18 less chance to eatch the runner golng to third,
and If he s caught there (s o man on second and he can stiil score easlly on
e dingle. Bchalk, Klllefer, Snyder and a few others are wonderful recelvers, but
they still lnck the pollah of a few qf the old school,

Come-back of Mayer Gives Phils Big Chance on Road

The FPhillles opaned up thelr second Western trip in improesslve styls by
defeating Cincinnat! with & ninth-lnning rally, Bert Nishoff, who was a
mark for the Cincinnatl twirlers in the serles in thia city, provided the wallop
that elinched the vietory for Moran's pennant hopefuls,

The vietory was particularly sweet to the Phillles, as It marked the come-
back of Erakine Mayer. The side-arm artist was hit rather hard, but always
managed to tighten up in the pinches, whila his support caume to his rescue
several Lmen,

Now that the team is on the road and neads vietories badly, it is hoped
that Mayer will ba abla to return to his winning stride., Hils lack of form In
the last two weeks prevented the Phillles from getting a large lead in tha
pennant fAght,

Cincinnatli Players Begin Loafing and Are Fined

Manager Herzog, of the Reda, passed out a few fines and suspensions before
the Rudp left town, becausa his players hnve been loafing, Rube Benton, the
blg southpaw, was fined §100 and suspended indefinitely for looking at the
bright lighta in this ¢ity too long, and the mame punishment was meted out to
Lear, the former Princetonlan, who was batted all over the lot by the Phillles
in the second pame on Baturday. Hermog would not say who were the other
players fned, but Intimated that several wers included. and that they would play
Batter ball and try harder or they would be suspended for the rest of the season
without pay.

- - L]
Athleties' Young Twirler, Knowlson, a Comer

Yeaterduy wan one of the faw ooccaslons when bolh home teams were on
the road at the same thme, and today In one of the few days during the
peason when therw In no gaume scheduled in this clty. The Athletics have an
open date, while the Phillles play tn Cincinnati again. The Mackmen loat
another doubleheader to Clevelund, but Manager Mack Is evidently not worry-
g much, Two recruits, Koowlson and Cone, were on the mound for the
Athletica and the former gave another fine exhibition. Crities throughout
the West declore that Mack has a coming star in Enowlson, who has pitched
threo or four excellent gumes,

- - -

"The Phillles wre to recall Jos Oeschger from Providence In Seplember.

pifching prospects that he had ever seen, and Dooln certalnly knows a
twirlar when hn sees him.*—Walter T!!_xmbu.ll in the New York World,

.M Bwigler, star pitgher for the Atlantic Refining Company, \a not only a

wandsman cf ability, but a slugger of the Walter Johowon type. In his game
rday against the fast Vietrix team, Bwigler not ouly held his opponents
, but won the gume with & i

that the stroog American Pulley Com-
#ot off Downs, piteher for the B. 0. Budd Manupue-
Pulley mon Ald not even threaten serlously to acore,

oS

WHEN A FELLER NEEDS A FRIEND

No SR Youns |

MAN - You mfe

“THE CAST-OFF”

The Rise of G. Audubon Spencer, Alias Slug Hardy—Something
He Lacked—His Encounter With Jaggs and the “Tin-can'
Episode—What the Fans at Home Thought.

By CHARLES

The

He Is not playlng baseball now; og-
cnslonully the mname of G, Audubon
Spencer appears In maguzines devoted o
sclentifie pursuits, and he his been known
to nddreas woinen's clubs upon protective
coloring ws applied to leplloptera. G,
Audubon Bpencer has a amall but highly
Interested following; Slug Huardy was
frantically worshiped by a few hundred
thoupand  perapiring gentiomen who
wouldu't know what lepldoptern meint
and wouldn't eare very much, elther, Yet
u. Audubon und Slug are one und the
Bame person.

He called himself Hardy when he de-
clded to become a professionnl basebull
player, and he became a professional
basebull player becanuss he nseded the
monuey. There waas a time when he piayed
the nationanl game for love. He began
as the star pitcher of a high-school nine,
and when ho was 17 years of age he wos
whitewashing semipro organizations and
letting real leaguers down with two and
three hith, Then he went to a university,
whers he made baseball history, and was
In & falr way to gradunts with some let-
tors after his name when Bpencer, 8r..
took it Into his hond to die. He left &
large family and & larger mortgage, and
young G. Audubon packed his traps and
dimappenred, to turn up a thousapd milea
away ns Slug Hardy, the star pitcher of
o profesnlonal team.

He was a sensation for two Seaaons,
partly becausa he could wrap u ball
around a batter's neck and partly becauss
he could hit at n M0 clip from one end
of the season L the other, and walloping
pltchers are rars birds.

At 20, Hardy waa a veteran plicher and
beginning to feel the effect of toop much
work. He would have been an exploded
phepomenon at I but for his forealght.
He know that there comes & time to wvery
pitcher when the strongest wing weakens
and thes former star is left out on ths hill
with nothing but a glove and a prayer,
50 ha prapared himaelf for n new poaition,
Day after day "“"Dusty’™ Moles, hls chum,
put in his spare time hitting up ‘“‘fun-
goea'' to the outfleld, and Hardy gal-
loped after them, When Blyg waa ready
o stop pitehing he was a seasoned oul-
flelder, and It was as an outfielder that
he joined the Blus Hox ind entered the
big langue.

There was only cne thing the matter
with Blug. e was born without & sense
of hwmor. Ou the other hand, John Hon-
ry Patrick Callahan, “Jaggs" Calluhan
of hlessed memory, hud too much humer.
That was where the troyble started.
Jaggs woa not tha worst fellow In Lhe
world, and not tha best, =lther. His
humor, largely of the slapstick varisty,
eftan palled upon his teammates, but they
sndured Nim becauss he could plich a
basehall in seven differsnt langusges, His
beat joke waa the ons he saved up for
whisksered yokala at country stations.
When the traln stopped Jaggs would
spy oul & bucolle loafer with long whisk-
erd and beckon him to approach sugag-
ing him o close conversatipn about the
town and the price of yeal eststs. Buili
talking when the traln bagan to mova.
Jaggn would lean far oul of ths window,
entangle his lron tpgers in the rustic's
baard apd hold oo for dear life, The sight
of the votreged cltisen racing along sl
sereaming with pain snd rage was ous
which never falled (o Al Ja with
plensure, Sometlmss the pitchar loat his

E. VAN LOAN

warld's most famous writer of baseball Oetlon

grip. Sometimen the yokal jost his Ilnce
curtaing, but whataver happened it was &
very fine joke.

The first encounter betwoen Jaggs and
Hardy ashows what o small thing may put
a ball player "In wrong” with his asso-
clates. When a player begins by getting
"In bad" he nearly always gets out worse.
Hardy got oul worse,

Jagas selected the big, red-faced. white-
eyebrowed stranger as the soflest thing
among the recruits, and scraped an ace
quaintance with him. One evening on the
hotel porch at the tralning camp Jaggs
told his famouns story of the goat and tha
tin oan. Hardy, silent and thoughtful by
nature, overlooked the Improbability of
ths Incldent, and concerned himself solely
with the bapeball problem Involved.

“Y'oee, It was ks this" sald Jaggs “1I
winr playin' right fleld that day, an’ this
blama' goat kept edgin' in an' odgin’ In—
you know how them country fale ball

Hao's not playing basgball powe

Erounds are; no fences or nothin'—and hae
Kot In my way. 1 chused him, sn' be
plaked up the oan he was nibbiin' at and
started Lo yun tewsrd the diamond, Just
then Maginnlss hits w Uns drive right
down over fArst, an' the bull hit square
In tha can un' stuck! Maginnlss tried to
m!u & home run, but T got Wim*

“Ball ralled out™ suggested Hardy,

“"Nope" sald Jagge. “Had to git It out
With & can opsner afterward. 1§ just
pleked up Mister Goat, run.te ths homns
Plate an' touchod the goat's foot to the
mibber. Zing! The umps sllows as bow

farmer or worse.  Huard ayiused
when Be ssw the papers Feom the homs

Lown. The war correspondents selzed
upon the incldent of the goit and the ta
ean and made It good for anywhere from
two sticks to & whole column., Hardy
wns angry. He reproved one of the re-
porters,

“But T didn't say all that stuffl” he
peraisted. It makes me—well, ridiculous
It isn't falr!*

Then that reporter told hia fellow work-
ers thut the new outficlder was s rube
who objected to preea notices and had
threatened to punch the head of any cor-
respondent who took his nume Hghtly be-
tween the bars of his typewriter.

Huardy was already “Iin 'bad" with aev-
ernl members of the tedm; he Was now
“In bad" with the preas.

*It he drops deand on the fleld wa'll
print 10 lines about him.” sald the press
gentlomen. "Othearwlse, nix!"

86 it happened that all the home fans
knew about Hardy was the incident of
the gout and the tin can. It was not an
ausplelous Introduction.

The neason opened on the home grounds,
and Hardy, playing a sun fleld to which
he was unsccustomed, dropped a fly ball
which he ahould have “caught In his
toath,” as Callahan reminded him, and
the error loat the gume. This was un-
fortunate, for a certain clique of leather-
lunged rooters on the rlght-Neld bleachers
decided that the new man would not do.

If & doxen baseball funs selaot a fixed
|des and thelr voloes hold cut they can
do almost anything. By the end of the
first gnme 30 "‘regulars’’ were after the
sew right fislder, and [t pleased them to
ses Hardy rosented thelr efforts.

Any ball player knows what It meann
to have enemies In the home town. Ha
esxpects Lo get the worst of It on the road,
but when he performin at home he ex-
pects loynl support and encouragemsnt
One hundred hontile rooters in the home
town onn hound s playor out of the club,
and it has happened in almost every oty
in the league, and will happen again mo
long a8 performers Are susceplible to
outalde Influsnce.

The constant ohorus of "“Tin ean! Tin
ean!" got on Hardy's nerves and worried
him. ¥Every time ths ball was hit in hia
direction there went up o sarcastlo
ohorus, The boy was unused to tUils sort
of treatment. In the town whers he had
pravioualy played he had bean somawhat
of a loval delty, A bad clgar had besn
named after him, and amall boyas fol-
lowed him about the streets. He had
never been a grand-stander, but it s
ono thing to play ball before a friendly
erowd and quile snother to do one's best
when that best brings only Jjeers and
Bbuse,

Hardy began to muke Inaxcusable er-
rors.  He mislald his batting eye and
swung wildly st “bad bnes." Opposing
pitchers quickly Magnosed hin case,

“The busher In awinging at 'em,” they
daid,

Overanxious, and fretted until his nerves
were raw, Hardy played like a schoal-
bay, lost his stride esttrely and brought
down upon himself the wrath of thoas
stern Gangoes of the press who sdit the
most Interesting page of the paper. The
sporting writers began to howl for his
releass. Hardy wouldn't do, they sald,
and they mald It (n headiines

Wise old Hen Daly, manager of the elub
and tear captaln as well, & sreat inflalder
in spite of & dash of groy over his Lem-
vh‘:&m to put soms heart Into tha re-
or

"“¥ou've let the knockers got you mo-
Ing," he said. ''Didn't thay ﬂlm Dilion
wl of Loulsville yun w;

he play three thmes an m
he struck & new ;amﬂ
anything the matter tuh

SIX POINTS SHOWING WHY PHILS _- |
ARE LEADING NATIONAL Lis.. 3l

Moran's Club Has Strong Catehing, League’s Premier Piteher
Excellent Assistants, Good Infield, Slugging Outfield and
Ona of the Best Managers, in Baseball,

By GRANTLAND RICE

The Game and the Piper

(Ra-entersd An & warning to thoss who
nea only the gleam and glamour of It all)
This (o your Game, old pal—thr Gome

that yen loved =0 well)
That crawned wou King of the Fieid
throvugh the sweep of a golddn apell;
That put the world at your fort n the
border of dreams-comnr-frie,
Put here ot the snd of the trall—wall,
what has (t dona for youl

It gava you fomn in o flash,
And ronk at a tender age;

The thrill of the headlong claah,
A Name on the Printed Page,

Then jeera for the oheera of old
It gave with a snari of plee;

It took your job in the fold—
Aned gou weve but (hirty-three,

At the age whan mont men slart
on the wide trail's uprward sweep,

It broke your grip—and your hearf—
In tha rut whers Haabeehs oreap.

Acolaimed in the Blp Corral,
Loud oheared (n the Ruling Push-—
Boy, how does L foel, old pal,

To be bowled out in the Bush?

In the Buak with a swornout wing—
Loud cursed on a tank-toion lot—

The (Gamo—yes, it made you king—
Haa it mode you pay—or wotl

Thin (s your Gama, old pal—the Game
that you loved so well;

That crowned you King of the Fiald
through the sweep of a goiden apell)

You'va saved from tho grip of Time, from
the lowrel that orowned your brow,

A dream oand a wornout plove—wall,
whaot (s the anawer now!

—

The Philly Outlook

Thoss who figure the Phillies n bad ball
olub, with no chance to maintain thelr
cllp. might absorb theso few detalls of
dopa:

1. In Klllefer they have the second best
cateher In the lengue.

2, In Alexander they have the game's
greatest pitoher; in Mayer a young star,
and in Al Demaree, o former sthr, who is
romplng back to his own, with more stuff
than ho hes shown since 1913, when he
won 18 out of 19 starts,

4 They have a falr infield—not a great
one, but a steady one, bolstered up by

the nddition of Banoroft at shori,
outranking the work of Mickey De

5 With Cravath, Whitted ang §
they hive thres good hittare, nnd ay g
weneral outfield atrength as uny r[

8 And In Pat Maran they haves .i
who Inepires rriendship and
who will bo able to keep siyy
at full fire on throuagh to the ﬂl'llllh
the Phillles hava A& falr Wante
thesn next two woekis—wall, Phifgdy
mnay hava one gecllon of n worid'y
aftar all.

The World's Greatest Ball Clyl
NO. L=FIRAT DARE

VIO SAIER-Chiengo \?nllrmdﬂ.
In announcing this selection we
braced for the loud roar enm.mlm. !
varfous townahips<Brooklyn, with nq,.
bert; Now York, with Merkls; Py :
phin, with Melnnle; Bowton, with Bnhm ¢ |

Danubert e undonbtedly o grang
plnyer—a fine bataman and n corking A
basweman, Jake oan hit and fisid—|wa
the main requirements of grentness,

fred Merkle, batting wall over o,
nlno playing IlrllIIlntIy and dosorvon
tended pralse for his awift sotmabnok .
two sensonn of poor batting, Merkle and
Daubert are both stars—and o i Stid
MoInnle, the Mackinn athlote, But #
has been something more this mpason,

While both Daubert and Merkls k
led him a fow points nt bat, the Oyl
former leadn his league In runa
rung driven acrons, extra base wi
total bases and s up at the front in
basow,

A ball player who excels In so n
ways—and who leads his entire lea
vo many shifts of offennive play~
alno o hard, loyal worker—must balg
the oredit he has earned. lleuu
finler selection.

—E "‘3-'

Last Chance i

White Box and Tigers have one forly
ohnnece left of smashing the Hed Sox
upon first place—nnd this can only’

In & viotorlous march through ths

Carrignn's club fought its way to i
top upon the Western highway, na&
turnlng home 50 well fixed in the pe
centage way s now the easy ting ch
With Wood, Leonard, S8hore, Ruth,
ond Colling In shape, there dossn’t
to be A Tiger or & White Sox char
An bascball dope travels, whioh Iy o
in a zigeag direction, the Red Sox
only to make a normnal showing at homs
to closs out the race,

regular outflelder looks like. Buck up,

k‘di"

Hardy shook hia head.

“1 don't know what's the matter with
me. I go up there to hit and I can't see
a ball any more."

“You onl¢ think so,” soothed Daly.
"Don’t vou think T know a sweat hitter
when I see one? Why, T never saw n
min show up better in spring training!
You're just worried, that's all that alls
you. Forget it! You'll get started one
of these days.'

YAnother Rank Counterfeit!” the morn-
Ing papera Howled o few days Inter.

‘““Thema follows don't/want me In thia
town.'" muid Hardy to the manager, ““They
never did want me. They've been knock-
Ing me from the start. If it hadn't been
for that tin-can thing—'" and Hurdy
broke off misernbly,

**Tell me the truth,’” he sald. “Are these
fellows right nbout me? Am I too nlow
for this companyT’

Daly awore heartily,

“You've slumped, that's all. If you
could only get golng once you wouldn't
have any trouble. Quit reading the papers,
put some cotton In your eara when you
got out there and play some baseball.”

Hardy tried to follow the directions,
but met with fiat fallure. At the end of
his first month he wite hitting below 180,
and ths fire had been turned on Daly.
Day after day he was hammoared for
earrying a counterfelt on the payroll ‘The
manager stood It for two weeks more and
then ha did something which he expected
to regret.

(CONTINUHD TOMORROW,)

BRITTON AND DUNDEE TO B

Clash Will Be Feature Fight in
York This Week.

NEW YORK, July ¥ —Jnck Britton s
Jojgnny Dundes will be the headiiners
the pugilistic calondar thlas week, mesl
at Madison Squars Garden on Thu
night,

It will be the firat meeting of this pale
6 mnatch betweon them hanging fire fof
many monthe, A victory over Britton
will eventuslly lead to s champlonship
mitch with Welah, who has dodgsd the
Inst Ttalian since thelr mestig In New
Orieans n year ngo.

Young Ahearn Beata Rodel

NEW YORK. .lulrr 26, — Young -Abeamn, of
Brooklyn, dofented George Rodel, the Boer, In
thelr 10-round Bout at llw Tirlghton He
race track Baturday nisht. In every
but the ninth, Wwhen Hodnl uut in saveral'H
punches, Absarn outboxed and outfought lp
Ahearn weighed 15D, Rodsl 182 pounde

TENTS to HIRE
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Water Proofing
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110 NORTH NINTH STAEEF

[}
Ihlnﬁ
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Increased

Has Compelled Us to Double
Our Telephone Equipment

Business

This necessitates a change in number.
Now Call
Dickinson 81

and you will receive the same attention
and service that is in keeping with
Atlantic methodsand Atlantic products.

THE ATLANTIC REFINING CO.
3144 Passyunk Avenue




